
World Social Work Day March 21st

2023 

The Owenacurra Campaign :A Case Study of Joint Social Action Respecting Diversity 



Background….

• Brief history…

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqOdF9sSxnk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqOdF9sSxnk


What happened next..

Some families came together 

• We started writing to our local TDs and counsellors asking for their help 

• We soon realised that the closure was going ahead if we didn’t try  to stop 
it. 

• This lead us to start meeting as a small group mainly online to plan and 
strategise how to move forward. 



Joint Social Action in our 
Campaign



Public Meetings 

Raising Awareness (Public)



Online 
and 

Paper 
Petition 

Street 
Protest  



Raising Awareness 
(Social Media)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqOdF9sSxnk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqOdF9sSxnk


Raising 
Awareness

(Traditional Media)





https://play.acast.com/s/corks-96-fm-opinion-line/podcastextra-
owenacurramentalhealthcentreresidents-relativesspeakout

Ensuring Every Voice was Heard
CORU Proficency 2:12: 

Understand the need to work in partnership with service users, 
their relatives/carers, guardians and other professionals in 

planning and evaluating goals, treatments and interventions 
and be aware of the concepts of power and authority in 

relationships with service users

https://play.acast.com/s/corks-96-fm-opinion-line/podcastextra-owenacurramentalhealthcentreresidents-relativesspeakout
https://play.acast.com/s/corks-96-fm-opinion-line/podcastextra-owenacurramentalhealthcentreresidents-relativesspeakout


Lobbying
Oireachtas Committees we made 

submissions to: 

Health Committee 

HSE invited to address 
the Committee 

Public Accounts 
Committee 

HSE invited to address 
the Committee 

Petitions Committee 

Friends of Owenacurra
and Public Reps invited 

to address the 
Committee

Disability Matters 
Committee 

HSE and MHC invited 
to address the 

Committee 



Lobbying (Involving Politicians) 

Links to coverage of the committees can be found on our twitter page:
https://twitter.com/owenacurra

https://twitter.com/Fowenacurra


Final 
Thoughts…

The Owenacurra Campaign is 
still ongoing 

Joint action is the only way to 
sustain a campaign over time

broad range of skills needed 
– play to people's strengths 



Thanks for listening 
Any Questions ? 

Mary Hurley, School of Applied Social Studies,UCC
m.hurley@ucc.ie

mailto:m.hurley@ucc.ie
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